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From the Playwright… 
I have never owned a small business. I have also never participated in speech and 

debate, never smoked, never lost my parents, never had a step-brother, never served on a 
city council, and never been particularly good at taking the road "less traveled." I have, 
however, seen the blood, sweat and tears that goes into keeping something or someone 
alive. I have also spent many hours mulling over the meaning and value of legacy and 
convenience. To paraphrase this play's meaning concisely is perhaps impossible, as it 
probably should be. However, to attempt to do so: this play hopes to spark an interest in a 
reexamining of how we live our lives. That is, how we work and what we work for, how 
we treat ourselves and others, how we remember, and how we forget. Workshopping We 
Don't Smoke this semester has been a joy from start to finish, and I want to give a special 
thanks to Tim and Jamie for the many masterful insights they have provided. Enjoy the 
reading. 
 

- Ben Stanford 


